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prove that Croatia is a country that re-
spects the human rights of all people 
living in Croatia; that Croatia lives up 
to its international commitments, par-
ticularly the Washington Agreement of 
March 1994; and that Croatia is com-
mitted to a peaceful solution to both 
the Bosnian and Croatian conflicts. 

I agree with President Clinton that 
the Croatian victory could provide a 
window of opportunity to resolve the 
Bosnian and Croat conflicts diplomati-
cally. Whether or not that occurs, how-
ever, will depend to a very large part 
on Croatia. Accordingly, we must let 
Croatia know what we expect. 

f 

BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, as of the 
close of business yesterday, Thursday 
10, the Federal debt stood at 
$4,943,017,430,508.20. On a per capita 
basis, every man, woman, and child in 
America owes $18,763.78 as his or her 
share of that debt. 

f 

CLINTON ADMINISTRATION CON-
TINUES FOREIGN AID TO NICA-
RAGUAN CONFISCATORS 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, on July 
26, Secretary of State Christopher 
waived the prohibition on United 
States foreign aid to the Nicaraguan 
Government—on what he called na-
tional interest grounds—even though 
the Nicaraguan Government has failed 
to resolve the claims of properties sto-
len from Americans. Nicaragua has not 
resolved even one-third of the cases in-
volving confiscation of properties 
owned by American citizens. 

In order to comply with United 
States law, the Government of Nica-
ragua has four options: First, it can re-
turn the properties to the rightful own-
ers, second, compensate the owners, 
third, develop a viable process to re-
solve claims, or fourth, submit cases to 
international arbitration. Despite this 
considerable statutory latitude, the 
Nicaraguan Government has nonethe-
less failed miserably in meeting the 
criterion required by United States law 
before any United States aid can prop-
erly be provided. 

Since November 1994, following elec-
tions in which the Democrats lost con-
trol of both the United States House 
and the United States Senate, the Nic-
araguan Government did pick up a bit 
of occasional speed and resolved in 6 
months twice as may cases as were re-
solved in the previous 4 years, proving 
that the problem is not the Nicaraguan 
Government’s inability to resolve these 
cases and thereby comply with United 
States law; no, it is the Nicaraguan re-
gime’s unwillingness to do so. 

This is a problem of political will. So 
the Nicaraguans prevailed upon the 
Clinton administration to bail them 
out. Secretary of State Christopher du-
tifully complied so that United States 
foreign aid would continue to flow to 
the Chamorro regime which is still 
largely under the control of the Com-

munist Sandinistas who brought ruin 
to Nicaragua while they were in con-
trol of the government in Managua. 

Thus Secretary Christopher and the 
Clinton administration rewarded Nica-
ragua, claiming that foreign aid to 
that country is in the United States 
national interest. 

Mr. President, I have received scores 
of letters from American citizens 
whose properties in Nicaragua were 
confiscated by the Sandinistas. These 
citizens reject the nonsense that assist-
ance to the Nicaraguan Government is 
in the national interest of the United 
States taxpayer. In fact, they assert, it 
is the height of folly to send further 
foreign aid to a government that re-
fuses to return their properties to them 
or fairly compensate them. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that 20 of these letters be printed 
in the RECORD at the conclusion of my 
remarks. The others are available for 
inspection by anyone desiring to see 
them. 

There being no objection, the letters 
were ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

JULY 31, 1995. 
Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Com-

mittee, Washington, DC. 
DEAR SENATOR HELMS: We were appalled to 

learn of the Waiver to Section 527 of the De-
partment of State Authorization Act exer-
cised by Secretary Warren Christopher. 

Progress on the resolution of property 
claims of U.S. citizens does not justify this 
waiver, as there are still over one thousand 
cases after 5 years of the Chamorro Adminis-
tration. 

We urge you to extend our protest to the 
Department of State. 

Sincerely, 
PETER R. SENGELMANN. 

GLENDALE, CA, 
July 31, 1995. 

Senator JESSE HELMS, 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
Att: Elizabeth Demoss 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: Our American prop-
erty that was confiscated illegally by the 
Nicaraguan government in 1979 has not been 
returned yet. We have done everything they 
have asked us to do for the last 16 years, and 
nothing has happened. Just dilatory tactics 
and lies, pure lies. 

As long as we keep giving them money, the 
American Properties will not ever be re-
turned. Please DO NOT send them any more 
money. I work very hard to pay my taxes, 
please do not give them away. 

I beg you. 
Sincerely yours, 
RENE CARDENAS AND JILMA CARDENAS. 

MANAGUA, NICARAGUA, 
August 1, 1995. 

Mr. JESSE HELMS, 
U.S. Senator, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: I have been learning 
that you are one of the best friends of the 
American-Nicaraguan Citizens who were ex-
propriated or confiscated by the Sandinista 
Government. 

This petition is sent to you, asking for 
your continuous effort to intervene before 
the U.S. Congress, so that the Nicaraguan 
government activates the due process of all 
of the U.S. Citizens who are still awaiting for 
a favorable resolution of our expropriated 
properties. 

I have been claiming since 1990 and doing 
what I think I have to do to get my property 
back. At the moment, I could not find the 
way to get my problem solved. 

Once more, I want to let you know how 
grateful all American citizens are knowing 
that you and our Republican party are inter-
ested in bringing back the justice to Nica-
ragua and its people, as well. Thank you for 
your time and hope for success. 

Sincerely yours, 
LILIANA ARGUELLO DE VARGAS. 

MIAMA, FL, 
July 31, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE A. HELMS, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR: It is appalling to hear that 
aid has again been released to the corrupt 
government of Nicaragua. 

My property was stolen from me by the 
previous Sandinista regime and to date, I 
have not been able to recover my house. I 
don’t understand how the Clinton adminis-
tration can continue to send my tax dollars 
to the thieves that are using what rightfully 
belongs to me. 

I, along with numerous other Americans, 
feel betrayed by Clinton and his inept people 
in the Department of State that are contrib-
uting to the coverup of the Nicaraguan re-
ality. 

CHARLES W. KETTEL. 

KEY BISCAYNE, FL, 
August 1, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR SENATOR HELMS: President Clinton’s 

decision to grant a waiver to Nicaragua dem-
onstrates a blatant betrayal to US citizens 
like myself who have been struggling for the 
last 17 years to recuperate properties that 
were confiscated by the Sandinistas and bla-
tantly stolen by Chamorro’s government. 

This letter is in total support of any legis-
lation that will enable Congress and not the 
President to have the authority to grant any 
future aid to Nicaragua. The Clinton Admin-
istration has its own agenda and the protec-
tion of rights of American citizens is obvi-
ously not a part of it. What President Clin-
ton has forgotten is that he in an elected of-
ficial placed in such office by our votes. His 
granting this waiver to Nicaragua denotes 
his blatant disregard for the safety and 
wellbeing of US citizens abroad. Such move 
will not only affect him but his entire Demo-
cratic Party as well. Hopefully Congress will 
wake up and realize we are the voters. 

Sincerely, 
ANNA SOLORZANO RIVERO. 

CARROLLTON, TX, 
August 1, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 
Att: Elizabeth deMoss 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: My wife and I are 
among the many U.S. citizens owning prop-
erty in Nicaragua which has been expropri-
ated by the ex-Sandinista government. We 
urge you not to support the Clinton adminis-
tration’s attempt to continue aid to that 
country until it demonstrates a willingness 
to return these properties to their lawful 
owners. 

Respectfully, 
WILLIAM T. CRISWELL. 

MANAGUA, 
August 1, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR SENATOR HELMS: It is amazing that 

my Government seems satisfied with the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:52 May 28, 2008 Jkt 041999 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 J:\ODA15\1995_F~1\S11AU5.REC S11AU5m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

M
IK

E
T

E
M

P
 w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
L 

S
E

C
U

R
IT

Y
 N

U
M

B
E

R
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES12346 August 11, 1995 
‘‘progress’’ that the Nicaraguan Government 
said it is doing returning the properties to 
U.S. citizens living in Nicaragua. 

I personally appreciate your efforts and 
dedication you have given to the problem of 
American properties in Nicaragua. My Gov-
ernment has to realize that what you are 
doing is protecting your constituents, as the 
law requires from every Senator and Con-
gressman of the United States, who have 
been elected for that purpose. 

With my utmost respect, 
EDITH COHEN. 

PENSACOLA, FL, 
August 1, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: I regret to inform 
you the Nicaraguan Government has not re-
turned my properties after years of worth-
less red tape, aggravations, and thousands of 
dollars of expenses. I was in Managua the 
week of February 27, 1995, met with various 
Government officials in charge of resolving 
property claims, and to date nothing has 
been resolved. I have received promises they 
are going to look into the claims, and they 
talk about issuing worthless bonds, which 
are unacceptable. No Foreign Aid should be 
given to the Nicaraguan Government till 
U.S. citizen’s properties are returned! 

Sincerely, 
RICHARD J. BROCKMANN. 

BETHESDA, MD, 
July 31, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, U.S. Senate, Foreign Relations Com-

mittee, Washington, DC. 
DEAR SENATOR HELMS: As a United States 

citizen, I am writing you as Chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee to re-
quest your continued support to resolve the 
issue of U.S. citizen’s property that was ille-
gally confiscated by the Nicaraguan govern-
ment in 1979. 

As an effected party, my request for assist-
ance is clear: Withhold financial aid to Nica-
ragua until the property of U.S. citizens has 
been returned or that just, adequate and ef-
fective compensation has been provided. 

Unfortunately, the Chamorro administra-
tion, as did her predecessors, The Sandinista 
regime, continues to use the property issue 
as a political tool, disregarding the legal 
owner’s rights in favor of attempting to ‘‘le-
galize’’ the illicit confiscations by them and 
their political allies. 

It is clear that only by denying the aid 
package can there be any real pressure 
placed on the Nicaraguan government to pro-
ceed to a just resolution of this problem. 
Until this issue is satisfied there will never 
be true justice or democracy, weakening 
their fragile economy and needing more and 
more aid in the future. 

Please continue to use the means that 
would return the properties back to their 
rightful owners. I as a U.S. citizen want jus-
tice for me and my family. 

Sincerely yours, 
EDUARDO J. SEVILLE S. 

COCONUT GROVE, FL, 
August 2, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
U.S. Senate, Chairman, Foreign Relations Com-

mittee, Washington, DC. 
DEAR SENATOR HELMS: I am writing to you 

in response to the distressing news that the 
U.S. State Department is going to go ahead 
and give foreign aid to Nicaragua. 

As long as there are unresolved property 
claims of American citizens this aid should 
not be granted. 

I am one of many U.S. citizens that still 
have such claims against the Government of 

Nicaragua and I refuse to see my tax money 
go to that Government. 

I know that you will not allow such a 
misallocation of tax revenue occur. 

Sincerely, 
THELMA R. KNOEPFFLER. 

ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL, 
August 1, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, 

DC. 
DEAR SENATOR HELMS: As an American 

whose property was confiscated by the Nica-
raguan government, I appreciate your con-
tinued efforts to stop aid to Nicaragua. It is 
incredible that hundreds of millions of dol-
lars have been given to a government which 
confiscated the property of U.S. citizens. 
Thank you for your work in trying to resolve 
this issue. 

Sincerely, 
FRANCISCO JOSE SOMARRIBA. 

HATTIESBURG, MS, 
July 31, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: As an American cit-
izen and in light of the decision made by 
President Clinton to give aid to the govern-
ment of Nicaragua, I feel outraged and be-
trayed with such decision. The government 
of Nicaragua continues to illegally hold 
American citizens’ properties. My property 
named ‘‘Nagualapa’’ continues to be in the 
hand of a Salvadorian national, with the 
blessing of the Nicaraguan government, in 
spite that the Nicaraguan Judiciary court 
has already ruled on my favor on three occa-
sions. I strongly feel that as long as the Nic-
araguan government maintains its position 
of indifference and refuses to resolve and re-
turn the lands to their lawful owners, no aid 
must be given to this government. Given this 
aid only sends a message to the current gov-
ernment that they can hold American citi-
zens hostage to the whims of this govern-
ment and fearful to make any claims on 
their properties. Allowing this aid is a slap 
on the face of all law abiding citizens of this 
great country. 

Respectfully yours, 
ERNESTINA S. DE ARANA. 

BETHESDA, MD, 
July 31, 1995. 

Re Waiver to Nicaragua a mockery to United 
States citizens’ rights. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: President Clinton’s 
decision to grant a waiver to Nicaragua, a 
country that has repeatedly shown defiance 
in returning confiscated properties to U.S. 
citizens as myself, clearly denotes this ad-
ministration’s ignorance of Nicaraguan poli-
tics as well as a lack of respect for the rights 
of U.S. citizens who have suffered by 
Chamorro’s government. 

As stated in previous letters, the Nica-
raguan government has not made any efforts 
at all at resolving claims that have been 
pending for many years. There is no need for 
Nicaragua to comply with the devolution of 
confiscated properties since they know for a 
fact that not even the United States abides 
by its own stance of denying aid to countries 
who confiscate properties of American citi-
zens. If our own government does not follow 
through, why should they? This is a simple 
law of behavior, if negative behavior is posi-
tively reinforced (money) why should the 
negative behavior cease? 

I would like to request that Congress and 
not the President have the authority to 

grant future waivers to continue foreign aid. 
President Clinton has consistently dem-
onstrated a profound ignorance in Nica-
raguan foreign policy. Unfortunately some of 
us have to pay dearly for his mistakes. The 
only consolation is that soon all of us con-
fiscated citizens will certainly know how to 
vote in the upcoming U.S. presidential elec-
tions. 

Sincerely, 
PATRICIA SOLORZANO SOLLOCK, 

MA, CPC. 

MANAGUA, 
July 31, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, of Foreign Relations Committee, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: I have been an 
American citizen for forty years and my hus-
band is an FSO (Foreign Service Officer) al-
ready retired, who worked for the State De-
partment abroad for thirty two years. I was 
confident that my Government was going to 
back me in my properties’ claim. Even 
though the Nicaraguan Government gave me 
the resolution wanting to give me bonds, I 
did not accept them because they are worth-
less. My property has illegally been taken 
(my farm Sapoa) by Eduardo Hollmann 
Chamorro, nephew of Mrs. Violeta Chamorro, 
President of Nicaragua. 

Thanking you in advance for all you’ve 
done for us, American citizens living in Nica-
ragua, I am, 

Respectfully yours, 
YOLANDA MARROQUIN. 

EDISON, NJ, 
July 31, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: Although we don’t 
oppose humanitarian aid to the Nicaraguan 
people, we do object to illegal steps taken by 
the Administration in granting U.S. aid to 
the Nicaraguan Government in contradiction 
to U.S. legislative measures previously 
taken. Moreover, no verification has been 
made regarding the pre-requisite set by U.S. 
Congress to that aid. We not only appreciate 
but also support wholeheartedly hour fight 
on behalf of the property rights of Americans 
in Nicaragua, whose assets have been ille-
gally taken or confiscated. 

Very truly yours, 
EMMADE LUGO 

MANAUGA, 
July 31, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: In view of the ille-
gal and unwarranted action taken by the Ad-
ministration, granting additional help to the 
Government of Nicaragua, in violation of the 
terms of the Gonzalez-Helms Amendment to 
Section 527, I protest against that action and 
demand that the U.S. Government properly 
defend the human rights of hundreds of 
American citizens whose properties have 
been illegally taken and/or confiscated by 
the Government of Nicaragua without proper 
and adequate compensation. 

We greatly appreciate all your noble ef-
forts and urge you to go on working and 
fighting for your fellow Americans. 

Respectfully yours, 
CLARISA C. DEREED. 
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MANAGUA, 

July 30, 1995. 
Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: How can my Gov-
ernment give aid to the Nicaraguan Govern-
ment when most of the properties of U.S. 
citizens in Nicargua have not been returned? 

I am not opposed to the aid to Nicaragua, 
but before that aid is given, my Government 
should be more responsible and make it its 
business to find out the truth regarding the 
return of the properties of U.S. citizens. 

Thanking you and your staff for all the 
help and support you have given us, I remain 

Sincerly yours, 
PAUL H. GULKE. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, 
July 31, 1995. 

Re your letter February 21, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Foreign Relations Committee, U.S. Senate, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR SENATOR HELMS: The Chamorro-San-

dinista government in Nicaragua has been 
unable to resolve my property claim. The 
government confiscated my properties for 
the only reason of being an American citizen 
living in this country since 1970. The fol-
lowing is a list of property claims I have 
against the Nicaraguan Government. 

1.—Urban lot, part of the urban farm com-
monly known as ‘‘La China’’ with an exten-
sion of 27,914.69 varas cuadradas and reg-
istered with number 33448, Tomo CDLV, 
Folio 99/100 asiento 2; 

2.—Urban lot, part of the urban farm com-
monly known as ‘‘La China’’ with an exten-
sion of 65,134.89 varas cuadradas and reg-
istered with number 33448, Tomo CDLV, 
Folio 92 asiento 30; 

3.—Vacant lot located on Barrio Bolonia, 
olla El Nogal #167, registered with #51576, 
Tomo DCCLXV, folio 122 asiento 3; and 

4.—House located in barrio Monsenor 
Lazcano, registered with #37750, Tomo DIV, 
folio 228, asiento 1. 

Senator Helms stand firm. U.S. aid should 
not be given to Nicaragua until all property 
claims are solved in a just manner. 

Sincerely, 
CLOTILDE CARCAMO. 

MANAGUA, 
August 1, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: We have been aston-
ished to find out that the Nicaraguan Gov-
ernment is receiving United States help, de-
spite their noncompliance to the US Con-
gress mandate to protect and defend all US 
citizen’s property. 

This petition is being sent to you, asking 
for your continuous effort to intervene be-
fore the US Congress, so that the Nicaraguan 
Government activates the due process of all 
the US citizens, who are still waiting for a 
favorable resolution of their confiscated 
properties. 

You, and your Republican colleagues are 
the only ones interested in helping American 
Citizen, confiscated by the Nicaraguan San-
dinista Government. Once more, we respect-
fully ask you, for your help and support. 

After five years of continuous to recu-
perate our inherited assets, up to now, has 
not been any success for a positive resolu-
tion. Please help us in this regard. 

Sincerely yours, 
SEGUNDO J. MONTOYA. 
AGNES MONTOYA. 

MANAGUA, 
July 31, 1995. 

Hon. JESSE HELMS, 
Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HELMS: We challenge the 
appropriateness of the Administration’s ac-
tion, relinquishing US aid funds to the Gov-
ernment of Nicaragua, since it has not been 
met the requirement established by US law, 
as to the return of American properties 
taken or confiscated by the Government of 
Nicaragua, or adequate compensation being 
afforded to American citizens. You and the 
supporters of the Gonzalez-Helms Amend-
ment are the only ones to defend the rights 
of American citizens in Nicaragua and for 
this reason we entirely back your position 
and action in this matter. 

Respectfully and gratefully yours, 
VALERIA ROMION L. 

f 

FUNDRAISING LETTER 
Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President, one of 

my nicest colleagues, some months 
ago, drew my attention to a most in-
triguing document that had been sent, 
unsolicited, to his splendid wife. This 
little gem of an item was sent by an or-
ganization with which I have, alas, be-
come too well acquainted: The Na-
tional Committee to Preserve Social 
Security and Medicare. 

I was most intrigued by this missive, 
and come the merciful end of these re-
marks, I trust that my colleagues will 
understand why. Most of them, I be-
lieve, already know that I have been 
reviewing the activities and structure 
of the American Association of Retired 
Persons, [AARP]. 

Let me simply say here that I had 
chosen to review the AARP, alone 
among seniors’ groups, for a variety of 
reasons—ranging from Federal grant 
receipts, to failure to pay appropriate 
taxes, to hiding a massive business em-
pire behind the glossy veneer of non-
profit social welfare law. 

But, I took pains to point out, there 
is no law against distorting the truth. 
They may say some outrageous things, 
but there is no law against that. When 
they do that, using their first amend-
ment rights, I would simply use mine 
to set the record straight—as I see it. 

No, Mr. President, there is no law 
against uttering untruths, but neither 
is there a law against pointing out 
untruths when they are uttered. And 
this pathetic document, from the Na-
tional Committee to Preserve Social 
Security and Medicare, is a case study 
in distortion, fear-mongering, soph-
istry, and yes, outright falsehoods. It is 
a shameful and disgraceful exercise, 
concocted with only one nefarious pur-
pose: to frighten senior citizens out of 
their money. 

Let me be directly, unmistakably 
clear to all out there who might be lis-
tening. If you are part of an organiza-
tion like this, an organization dedi-
cated to bilking seniors’ out of their 
money in this way, please hear this: Do 
not take heart in my earnest review of 
the AARP. Do not assume that this is 
an open invitation for you to twist and 
to distort and to otherwise capitalize 
on the travails of your behemoth rival. 

Because I certainly believe that this 
sort of wretched activity is also worthy 
of a congressional hearing. I know that 
the Aging Committee has looked at 
these mail-order practices before. Per-
haps it will again. Perhaps I will do so 
in my Social Security Subcommittee: 
The topic will be ‘‘Deceptive Tactics 
Employed in Fundraising.’’ And this 
item will be exhibit A in that hearing. 

Now, let me give a little historical 
background about this particular docu-
ment: 

Some weeks ago, I met in my office 
with Martha McSteen, the president of 
the National Committee, along with 
Max Richmann of the same group. This 
meeting occurred because I felt they 
had reneged on a promise they had 
made to me. They had come before the 
Finance Committee, and I had criti-
cized them severely for their distortion 
of the ‘‘notch’’ issue—they had been 
perpetuating a notion without factual 
foundation, an idea that individuals in 
the ‘‘notch’’ had somehow been ‘‘short-
changed.’’ 

At that time, they promised me that 
they would not continue to raise the 
‘‘notch’’ issue. They conceded that the 
Notch Commission had correctly con-
cluded that there was ‘‘no legislative 
remedy.’’ And so I was chagrined to see 
the ‘‘notch issue’’ raised yet again in a 
National Committee fundraising letter. 
So I asked them into my office to ex-
plain this. 

They were very contrite, and most 
eager to please. They assured me that 
they would not continue to beat the 
drum on the ‘‘notch’’ issue, and then 
made me another promise. I had chal-
lenged them to employ a little honesty 
in communications with their mem-
bers. I had said to them, ‘‘I hope you 
will not say that we are cutting or re-
ducing benefits when we are only pro-
posing to slow increases.’’ And they re-
plied, ‘‘Oh, no, Senator. We aim to be 
very truthful in that regard, unlike 
other rival groups. We will not employ 
that scare tactic.’’ 

That is the way this group works. 
They come before the Congress and 
they smile, and they are accommo-
dating, and then they send out these 
vicious, inflammatory, false state-
ments to their membership. 

Let me read from this document to 
my colleagues. I have made numerous 
notes on my copy, including occasional 
exclamations of ‘‘H.S.’’—initials for a 
phrase I shall not spell out here in this 
public forum. 

For example, the National Com-
mittee is particularly insistent in 
drawing a line between ‘‘earned entitle-
ments’’ and ‘‘welfare.’’ We can’t do 
anything to address spending on Medi-
care, they say, because they have all 
been ‘‘paid for.’’ They even go so far as 
to talk about the monthly part B pre-
mium and to say, ‘‘None of these bene-
fits are handouts. You’ve earned * * * 
them through your * * * payments into 
the system.’’ 
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